A. 1742-3.]     DEBATE ON SPIRITUOUS LIQUORS.                 4Q5

tiou will or will not be such as is desired for the reforma-
tion of the people; if it be sufficient, the manufacture is
at an end, and all the reasons against a higher duty are of
equal force against this; but if it is not sufficient, we have,
at least, omitted part of our duty, and have neglected the
health and virtue of the people.

I cannot, my lords, yet discover, why a reprieve is de-
sired for this manufacture; why the present year is not
equally propitious to the reformation of mankind as any
will be that may succeed it. It is true we are at war with
two nations, and, perhaps, with more; but war may be
better prosecuted without money than without men, and
we but little consult the military glory of our country, if
we raise supplies for paying our armies, by the destruction
of those armies that we are contriving to pay,

We have heard the necessity of reforming the nation by
degrees urged as an argument for imposing first a lighter
duty, and afterwards a heavier; this complaisance for
wickedness, my lords, is not so defensible as that it, should
be battered by arguments in form, and therefore I shall
only relate a reply made by Webb, the noted walker, upon
a parallel occasion.

This man, who must be remembered by many of your
lordships, was remarkable for vigour, both of mind and
body, and lived wholly upon water for his drink, and
chiefly upon vegetables for his other sustenance: he was
one day recommending his regimen to one of his friends
who loved wine, and who, perhaps, might somewhat contri-
bute to the prosperity of this spirituous manufacture, and
urged him, with great earnestness, to quit a course of luxury
by which his health and his intellects would equally be de-
stroyed. The gentleman appeared convinced, and told
him, that he would conform to his counsel, and thought he
could not change his course of life at once, but would leave
off strong liquors by degrees. By degrees, says the other,
with indignation! if you should unhappily fall into the
fire, would you caution your servants not to pull you out
but by degrees ?

This answer, my lords, is applicable in the present case ;